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THE preſent occaſton, is moſt ſolemn and affeting. The ninth inſtance 
&/ mortality, of one family, in the ſhort term of fix years, four months, 
and four days, now preſents to our view.* O what a change! What 
un alteration this! O death what haſt thou done! How haſt thou detroyed 


and laid waſte ! 


The words I bave choſen to ſpeak from upon this melancholy occaſion, 


are written in 
St. PAul's FIRST EPISTLE TO THE COR. XV. CHAP. 26 VER, 


THE LAST ENEMY THAT-SHALL BE 
DESTROYED, IS DEATH. 


Os. 


— — 


VID EN it is, that corporai death, or the 
death of the body, is intended by the apoſtle 
in my text: this appears from the whole ſcope of 
the Chapter. There were certain perſons, among 
the brethren at Corinth, Who did not believe in 
the reſurrection of the dead, and conſequently op- 


poſed and denied the doctrine; which was one 
particular 


Deacon William Boaules removed from Moregſier to this place, wvith a 
large family in April 1791. The firſt auh fell a vifiim unto death, was a 
daughter, named Polly; /he died Now. 23, 1792. The ſecond a daughter, named 
Beiſey: ſhe died Jan. 9, 1793. The third a child, named Stephen ; who was 
calded to death, Feb 13. 1793. The fourth a ſon, named John; who died 
Sept +23, 1795, The fifth, wvas the kind Father and careful provident, who 
died July 11, 1796. The fixth avas a fon, named Nathaniel: who died 
Jan. 24. 1797. The ſeventh a daughter, named Nancy: who died Feb. 20, 
1797. The eighth aua, the hind, tender and affetionate Mother; auh after 
He bad ſpent aueariſome days and nights, evith many tears and ſorrows, in 
attending to, and mourning ever her dying friends, cloſed her eyes in death 
Nov. 11, 1798. The ninth, wvhoſe remains are preſent, reſigned his ſpirit 
#270 the hands of his God, March 29, 1799. Of a numerous family, for- 
7 ly Y Hin of fixicen, only tauo now remain, «vho are numbered with the 

was 


* 4 "+1 

particular occaſion of the Apoſtle reaſoning i in the 
manner he did, in the context; wherein he endeav- 
oured to firſt prove the paſt reſurrection of Chriſt ; 
which he ſupports by ſeveral cogent arguments : 
after which he conſiders, that there 1s a real con- 
nection between the reſurrection of Chriſt, and 
the reſurrection of his people. And now 1s Chrift 
riſen from the dead, and become the firſt fruits of 
them that ſlept: For fince by man came death, by 
man came alſo the reſurrectian of the dead]; for as in 
Adam all die;“ i. e. become ſubject to diffolution, 
or corporal death, een ſo in Chriſi ball all be 
made alive,” 1. e. be raiſed from the dead. But 
every man in bis_own order, Chriſt the firſt fruits, 
afterwards they that are Chriſ's at his comcing, 
then cometh the end, when he ſhall have delivered up 
the kingdomof God, even the Father, when he ſhall 
have put down all rule, all authority and power ; 
for he muſt reign "till he hath put all enemies under 
hrs feet ; and the laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is 
death.” 

Death is often ſpoken of as a perſon, reign and 
dominion are aſcribed to him; but ſtrialy ſpeak- 
ing, death conſiſts in a diſſolution of the conſtitu- 
ent parts of man, or a breach of that which unites 
| ſoul and body together; upon which the various 
functions ceaſe to act, and become dormant. 
But the ſcriptures will warrant us to ſpeak of 
death, in a figure of ſpeech, as a perſon, unto 
whom reign and dominion are aſcribed, and in 


this ſenſe, we may ſay, death hath erected his em- 
pire, 


„ 
pire, and reigned from ſea to ſea, and from the riv- 
ers to the ends of the earth. | 

Death hath reigned from Adam to Moſes, and 
from Moſes down to the preſent period of time. 
The Fathers where are they, and the Proph- 
ets, do they live forever ? No, long ſince death 
hath cut them down, and they are turned to 
duſt, and are mingled with their native earth, 

Death makes free with Kings and Peaſants, 
with all orders and degrees of men : It hurls the 
Mighty from their Seats, and takes the Crown 
from the Regal Head: there is no age nor ſex ex- 
empted from its Control or Dominion : It lays 
waſte Generation after Generation, and none can 
withſtand its power, or eſcape its cruel hand. 
There is no diſcharge in this War: It is appoint- 
ed for Man once to die, and the Grave is the Houſc 
appointed for all the living.” 

In further attending to my ſubject, I ſhall firſt 
ſpeak of death as an enemy: 2d. Of the deſtruc- 
tion of this enemy : And ſhall then conclude, by 
way of addreſs, 

Death may be conſidered as an enemy 1n its op- 
perations and effects. 

Firſt. It acts as an enemy to the human body. 
Man 1s fearfully and wonderfully made: there are 
as many wonders in the ſtructure of our bodies 
as there are particles: Man is the moſt wonderful 
piece of animated clay in all the Creation of God. 
Not to mention the various parts of the human 


body in their formation, I would on'y obſerve, the 


eyes 
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eyes are like brilliant orbs fitly ſet. It is ſtoried that 
Galen, an Ancient Phyſician was Atheiſtically incli- 
ned, but upon attending tothe make of the eye,ſaw 
ſo many wonders init, that he concluded from the 
ſame, there was a God who Created it. The limbs 
are well proportioned active and ſtrong : The tongue 
can ſpeak with eloquence to admiration. The 
countenance glowing with vital heat, and adorned 
with the lamp of life, appears to good advantage; 
but alas! when Death hath done his office, what 
an alteration ! how changed ! the beauties of the 
body diſappear, the eyes, thoſe expreſſive orbs, be- 
come opacous and lofe all their glory, That glow 
of life which gave beauty to the countenance is 
loſt forever; an awful paleneſs takes its place. 
The Limbs, the once active limbs loſe all their 
activity and ſtrength, and are ſtiffened in Death: 
The mouth is cloſed in folemn filence, and the 
once active tongue can ſpeak no more. The once 
lovely body becomes cold to the touch, and 
nauſeous to the ſmell, and immediately turns to 
putrifaction, and ſoon puts onthe moſt awful ap- 
pearance. 

Secondly. Death acts as an enemy to human 
bappineſs, in cauſing peculiar woe and diſtreſs to 
the Children of men. Firſt, as it reſpects the ſubjeas 
dying : altho' ſome perfons appear to die without 
ſuch ſevere pangs as others experience, yet for the 
moſt part, perions Dying are exerciſed with ex- 
cruciating agony under natures diſſolution, O! 


the 
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leaves the Parents Childleſs to mourn in lonely 
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1 
the groans and diſtreſs of Victims under the 
cruel hand of Death. 
Second. As it ſeparates chief friends, it leaves 
furvivers to mourn their loſs. 


It is often the caſe that mourners have ſcarce time 
to dry their tears, for the loſs of one dear friend, 


before all their wounds are opened afreſh upon them 


by the Death of an other. Death often takes the 
tender Infant from the breaſt, or arms of its fond 
Parents, and leaves them to grieve and mourn 
for their little one, and Rachel like, refuſe to 
be comforted becauſe their Child is not. 

It is often the caſe that if Children are not ta- 
ken from the breaſt, but live to ſpeak and go a- 
lone, and the aſſection of the Parents are cemented 
to them, with a threefold cord, they are then torn 
away by the cruel hand of Death; ſo that the tri- 
al is conſidered by the Parents, much greater than 
if they had died in earlier life, or had been 
taken from the breaſt. | 

It is often the cate if we have an //aac or any 
one we dote much upon, that Death, as tho' envi- 
ous at our happineſs, or as delighting in our miſe- 
Ty, will deprive us of ſuch an one. 

It is ſometimes the caſe that Death takes away 
almoſt, if not wholly a family of dear Children at 
one ſtroke, or in a ſudden and awful manner, and 


{orrow, | 


Death ſometimes paſſes by the Children and aſ- 


- faults the Parents; it ſometimes takes away the 
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1 
provident, or head of the Family, and leaves che T 
Children Fatherleſs. ' Sometimes it takes the fond 
Mother, and leaves the Children Motherleſs. 
Sometimes death deprives Children of both Par- 1 
ents, and they are lett to the care of ſtrangers. i 
Death ſometimes diſappoints thoſe whole hearts 
are united in love, who have come under engage- 
ments to unite in wedlock, and perhaps are 
anticipating the happy peried; but as an ene— 
my, Death ſteps in and diſappoiots their hopes, 
by taking away one, and leaving the other to. 
mourn in ſolitude, 
Sometimes the happy lovers are permitted to ac- 
complifli their debgns, in entering into a conju- 
gal ſtate, and they wiſh to live and enjoy one a- 
nother, and to walk hand in hand through life, 
but Death, cruel Death puts a period to their joys, 
by ſeparating them from each other in early life. 
Sometimes the happy pair are permitted to live 
together to a good old age, their minds are ce- 
mented together with the ſtrongeſt ties of love and 
friendſhip; they would be glad to finiſh life to- 
gether, but alas! Death, as an enemy cuts. down 
one of the. aged pair, and leaves the other i in ſoli- 
tude to make his, moans to the empty air: No one 
to unboſom his complaints unto, under all the in- 
fir mities ot old age; But lonely Days and Nights 
are appointed the ſurviver, till days and time ſhall 
be no more with him forever. 
Third. Death acts as an enemy to human ha ppi- 
neſs 3 in that after perſons have toiled and laboured 
to 
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ws lay np wherewith to ſpend in advanced life, and 
have eaten the bread of carefulneſs, and have been 
proſpered in their undertakings, and have accu- 
mulated ſo much property, as to flatter themſelves 
they have Goods laid up for many years, and that 
they ſhould enjoy themſelves in life: Death often 
ſteps in at ſuch a period as this, and cuts them 


down, and their Earnings, or Eſtates they leave 


for others toe enjoy. All their life was a life of 
labour, care and toil, not of enjoyment, only by 
anticipation. . Again, 

Fourth. Death is an enemy to human happi- 
meſs, in that it frightens the children of Men, and 
fills them with anxiety, We reed of ſome, who 
through fear of Death, are all their lifetime ſub- 


ject to bondage. Some are anticipating Death in 


tuch a manner, that it may be ſaid of them, they 
are in Deaths oft, or in ſome meaſure, ſuffer 
Death a thouſand tunes. Some people are per- 
petually tormenting themſelves with fear that they 
{thouu!d die, or that ſome of their Friends ſhould 
die &c. They are like the tronbled ſea which can- 
not reſt: their fear mars their happineſs, and 
{poils their joys. 
Thirdly. Death as an enemy deſtroys and lays 
waſte the Children of men. It depopulates Towns 


and Cines..- What havock it has made of late 


years, in our principal Sea-Parts, more particu- 
larly 1a the City of Philadelphia, but New-York, 
New-London, Boſton, and other places have nor 
been exempted from his ſtroke; but have felt his 
power 
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power and cruelty. How many have fallen a 
prey to the King of Terrors, in the preſent Eu- 
ropean War, is beyond conception ! ! ! 
It appears that Death never did deſtroy and lay 
waſte faſter than in the preſent ageof the world. 
Fourthly, Death may be conſidered as an 
enemy 1n that it has its weapons. 
'The weapons of Death are many, and power- 
ful ; but all may be compriſed under three gener- 
al weapons, viz. War, Peſtilence, and Famine all 


which are employed in deſtroying the Inhabitants 


of the Earth, and will finally bring about the 
Diſſolution of all living. How awful, how mel- 
ancholly and ſolemn is the thought, that 1n a little 
time, all who are now alive, will be Dead! will 
be beneath the gloomy Clods of the Valley, and 
become food for Worms, and will be turned to 
their primitive duſt, and the places that now know 
them, will know them no more forever! how humil- 
jating the view of humane nature? Methinks the 
blood would almoſt chill in our Veins, and we die 
at the thoughts of Death, if it was not for the 
Conſolation the Goſpel affords us; life and im- 
mortality are brought to light by the glorious 


' Goſpel : By it we are furniſhed with a hope be- 


yond the Grave. We are aſſured from the Sacred 
page, that altho' Death hath reigned, ſtill reigns, 
and will reign, till the time appointed for its deſ- 
truction be fully come, yet it will come, tho' it 
ſeems to tarry long, and the Tyrant Death 


will finally and completely be deſtroyed, 


for 
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For the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, 
I paſs 2d. to conſider the deſtruction of death, 
this enemy of mankind, who hath deprived the 
inhabitants of our earth, of that joy and comfort 
they might have enjoyed, and rhe noble crea- 
tion of God, of that beauty, excellency and glory 
with which they were created, Methinks this muſt 
be a delightful theme in its own nature; for ſup- 
pole ſome tyrant had reigned uncontroled, and 
had made all to tremble and fall before him, and 
had filled the world with the greateſt contuſion 
and diſtreſs ; if you ſhould hear chat his reign 
was faſt coming to an end, and he was about to 
be deſtroyed; you would be laviſh of your attention, 
and your hearts would leap for joy, and gladne!s ; 
yes ſurely joy would be ſeen in every counte- 
nance. It is true, all the human race are unequal 
to the work of deſtroying the enemy we have been 
deſcribing. But glory to God in the higbeſt! 
their is a certain Prince, Clothed with omnipo- 
tence, who has undertaken, & is engaged in the work 
and will completely effect it: It is the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, who was promiſed ſoon upon the 
a poſtacy of the Prime val pair; as the feed of the wo- 
man who ſbould bruize the Serpent's Read: who was 
* Manifeſted for this purpoſe, that he might deffroy 
the works of the Devil, and has engaged to deflroy 
him wwho hath the Power of Death, i. e. the Devil, 
and to deliver thoſe wha through. fear of Death 
are all their life time ſubject to bendoge ; who 
hath ſaid, I will Swallow np Death in Ni 
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yy, and will wipe away tears from off all Faces, 
TZaiah, xxv. 8. Alſo, I will ranſom them from the 
power of the Grave: I will redeem them from 
Death: O Death I will be thy Plague; O Grave 


7 will be thy Deſtruction.” Hoſea x11 41. Hence 


Death, will-as certainly be deſtroyed as the Lord 
liveth: If it ſhould not be deſtroy ed, it will not 
be, becauſe the Son of the Eternal Father, has not 
andertaken and promiſed to do it; It mult be 
owing to ſome other Cauſe ; either that he has al- 
tered his mind and is unfaithfal to his word, or 
that he is unable to do it: To ſuppoſe either to be 
the Caſe, is, replete with the greateſt ablurdity, 
and wickedneſs, To ſuppoſe that the Son of God 
Has altered his mind, is to rob him of one of his 
Efſential Glories, even the Glory of Immutability. 
Immutability, is eſſential to his nature, and 
Godhead : that he is of ene mind and none can 
change him, is a ſcripture doctrine: hence he is 
repreſented as the ſame yeſterday, to day and for- 
ever, To ſuppoſe him unfaithful to his word, 
is a high reflection upon the moral character et 
Aim who is tke Lord our Righteouſneſs; who is 
lpotleſs, holy, juſt and pure; who is reprefented 
s the faithful and true witneſs, as well as the 
Arſt begotten of the dead; with whom there is 
not Yea and Nay, but Yea and Amen to the Glo- 
Cy of God the Father. 
To ſuppoſe him unable to fulfil his word, is a 
high handed reflection upon the power of him who 


« omnipotent: It is to ſuppole him weak, and 
impotent 
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impotent, who has all power, both in Heaven & 
Farih in his hands. As Jeſus Chriſt has undet- 
taken to deſtroy Death, and is unvariably the 
ſame without the leaſt Shadow of Change; and 
as he is faithful to his word, in all things, and is 
the Lord Omnipotent, who doeth bis whole will 
both in Heaven, and in Earth ; who ſpeaks and it 
is done, who commands and it ſtands faſt ; who 
is the Reſurrection and the life: We may reſt in 
the full aſſurance of faith, that altho' Death, bas 
reigned, and ſtill reigns, yet it will finally and 
completely be dcſtroyed, by the Son of the Moſt 
High God. 

tive curioſity may prompt ſome of my 
hearers to inquire, when this Glorious event will 
take place, and by what means. 

Firſt. It virtually took place, by, and at the 
Death and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
through Death deſtroyed him who had the power 
of Death, that is the Devil. | 

Second. It mea ſureably, takes place, in a ſpiritu⸗ 
al ſenſe, upon e in Jeſus Chriſt: Faith 
views Chriſt Jeſus as the end of the Law for righ- 
teouneſs, which ſight is ſoul transforming, &tends 
to deſtroy ſin, which is the ſting of death, faith views 
that Law fulfi led, which is the Qirength of ſin, ſo 
that the Chriſtian can triumph over death, ſaying 
O0! Death where is thy ſting O Grave where 
ws thy Victory!“ the ſoul gives thanks to God for 
ViQory through our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 

Death is ſo deſtroyed, as it reſpecis the Chriſt- 


jan 
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jan, that it is not conſidered as a Curſe, but as a 
Blefling ; ; hence the apoſtle ſpeaking of the Chriſt- 
ian's privileges, ſays, Life and Death are yours, 
for ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God.” Altho' Death 
is diſarmed of its ſting, which is Sin, ſo that the 
Chriſtian can rejoice even in the view of it, and 
can triumph over it, yet the final and complete | 
deſtruction of Death will not take place, un- 
til the laſt reſurrection. 
All things are ſaid to be put under Chriſt's feet, jeko- 
vah only excepted. All things are not as yet ſubdued 
unto him, but all things ſhall be ſubdued unto him, 
for he muſt reign, till he hath put, or, ſubdued all 
enemics under his feet, The loft to be deſirezed is 
Death.” 
Other enemies are to be deftroyed before Death, 
but altho Death reigns the longeſt, or is the Jateſk 
to be deſtroyed, yet it will finally be ſwallowed up 
in life,“ The trumpet fhall ſound and the dead ſhalt 7 
be raiſed incorruptible, for this corruptible muſt put 
on incorruption, and this mortal muſt put on immor- 
| tality. So when this corruptible ſhall have put on 
immortality then ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying 
that 1s written, Death is ſwallowed up in Viftory, 
Death and hell ſhall give up their dead, and Death 
and hell be caſt into the lake of fire, and there ſhall 
be no more Death, Rev. xxt. 4.” Then ſhall be 
brought ro paſs that faying that Chriſt hath 
aboliſhed Death, and enen life and immortal- 
ity to light. 
Haying Iſt. Noticed Death as an Enemy, 

an 


oo GE dee ES Rs 
a * - - . 6 — W \ "wy 
F na — . _— Cr. 
Sn BEES Is r 
bY V * — 7 
* b - > a. 


; 
* 
* 


gn 2 ——__, 


- * Y 
| 4 we << x Ts —_—_ 
„ * . n — J 
l 2 OO. «' Is > * ' 
3 1 223 n —ͤ oy IN 
1 n Ws a 3 n 
* Se 2 R N = 26 7 8 
c * 2 * | 
* 5 


1 


and 2d. the deſtruction of this Enemy. I paſs to 
conclude my diſcourſe as was propoſed, by way 
of addreſs; and firſt, to the Widow of the deceaſ- 
ed preſent. | 

My friend ; you Have lately experienced ſome 
of Death” s cruelties, and are now mourning un- 
der the ſa me! We feel to pity you, and in ſome 
meaſure to Sympathize with you, under your ſore 
and grievous Affliction?ꝰ. You have experienced, 
in early life, what moſt of us are ſtrangers to; 
: The loſs of the partner of your Joys and Sorrows, 

About ten Months fince, you entered into the 
Marriage ſtate, Death, as, tho' envious at your 


; : happineſs has deprived you of your kind and af- 
fectionate Huſband, and that when young. 


Remember that Death ,altho' he acts as an ene- 


my, acts under divine permiſſion ; - and that ſin is 


- the cauſe why Death has ever been permitted to 


- deſtroy and lay waſte. What moſtly concerns you, 


under this trying diſpenſation, is, wiſely to im- 


prove it, to the Divine Glory, and your Good: to 


grow wiſer and better by the things you are cal- 


led to ſuffer, © Anowig that no chaſtening for the 


"preſent ſeemeth to be Joyous, but grievous ; never- 
\theleſs, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruits 


rig hteouſneſs, to them which are exerciſed thereby.” 


In reſpect to the ſtate of the ſpirit departed, it 


does not concern you to be anxious about it; an- 


xiety will do no good, will alter nothing, but 


may impare your health. I do not conceive you 
Rape my reaſon to entertain gloomy apprehen- 
$i} ſions 
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ſions in reſpe to the caſe : Altho' the deceaſed 


did not appear to experience thoſe conſolations 
which many of his departed friends experienced, 
yet for years paſſed he appeared to have his mind 
under ſerious impreſſions of a religious nature: 
And in reſpect to his outward conduct, and his 
moral deportment, it was that which would have 
been ornameutal to the Chriſtian Profeſſor; for 
my part, 1 cannot but hope and charitably 'be- 
lieve, he was a lover of 3 Truth, and 4 it 18 
well with him, and that, your Joſs is his gain; 
and that whilſt we are employed in paying the 
laſt reſpects to his remains, his ſpirit is employed 
in higher and more ſublime ſervices, and that he 
is in the enjoyment of his God. A 
It now, becomes you to turn your attention to 
your own ſoul, and ſee to it that you are prepar- 
lit to follow the deceaſed into the world of ſpirits, 
'The Death of your Huſband, is a loud call to you, 
Ze ye alſo ready.” May God grant you di- 
vine ſupport under your preſent afflict ion, and 
ſanctify it to you, for your ſpiritual and everlaſt- 


ing good, and finally give you an inheritance a= 


mong them who are ' anQified. 

Second. To the ſurviving Brother and Siſter 
of the deceaſed. My dear friends; of a numer- 
ous Family, you are the only two, now number- 
ed with the living : the moſt of your Family, 
Fourteen out of Sixteen, are numbered with the 
Dead. You have been, frequently called to give 
the parting hand, and to take your laſt farewell of 

your 


„ 
your dear, and Dying Friends; you have ſcarce 
had time to dry your weeping Eyes, for the loſs of 
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one, before all the avenues of grief were opened 
afreſh, by the loſs of another. I conceive, there 


| 4 is not a heart preſent, ſo obdurate and hard, as 
co view you without pity and compaſſion ; nor to 
reflect upon your trials, without the fleat tears 
- 4 burfting from their Eyes, and ſtealing down their 
r cheeks. Your dear Parents are. Dead! Your Bro- 
” > thers and Siſters are all dead! and one of you on 
dhe decline of life, and many fears await the 
3 _ minds, of your friends in reſpect to the welfare 
of the other: But be not diſcouraged, give not 
d Way to deſpondency, for the God of Abraham, I- 
e fſaac and Jacob, Yea the God of your departed 
Parents, and friends, ſtill liveth. Put your truſt 
to g in Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, and Redeemer ; altho' 
r- = you may die,yet ſhall you live,and ere long your 
ts. departed friends will appear, For them who 
on * ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with him, and 
li: © When Chrift, who is our life, ſhall appear, then 
nd * ſhall ye alſo appear with bim in Glory.” Me- 
ſt- + thinks, this thought muſt afford you great con- 
a- ſeolation, under your peculiar alle ; that the 
| | * moſt of your departed friends afforded you ample 
ter ſatisfaction, that they were friends of God; ſo 
er- that you have every reaſon to believe it is well 
er- with them: Be followers of them wherein they 
1 'Y followed Jeſus Chriſt, and doubtleſs, another day 
the pou will meet them with joy unſpeakable, 05 
BY: Join them i in the e , and high praiſe. 
of 


2 on 9 


5 _ — 
—— — — 2 —— 13 —— — * 
— 2 — 


— —— - 
—_— 


—.— 


— — —ů ——ů— 


—— — 
— ——ů— — 


— — 
« s 


_ —— * þ 2 —— * ' 
— ——— ond oo 2 
8 * —_— og — — — 
—— —_ o — 
— 2. 
= _ * * 


5 
es of God, in the Kingdom of Glory forever. 
May it afford you conſolation, that Jeſus hath a- 
bolithed Death, and that life and immortality are 


brought to light by the Goſpel. When ever you 


are called to die, may you lay down your heads 
in peace, in full aſſurance of a Glorious Reſur- 


rection unto life Eternal. 5 


May all preſent from what we bade had 
under conſideration, and from what is now be- 
fore us, be reminded of our own approaching 
diſſolution ; and realize that a few more revoly- 
ing Suns, will bring about the ſolemn period 
of our ,own exit, when we ourſelves mult die. 

May we realize the vanity of placing our 
affections on any thing of an earthly nature, either 
friends, riches or honor ; and bear in mind 
that we are born to die, and be humble before 
God : May we be led to reflect upon the evil na- 
ture of fin, which is the. the procuring cauſe of 
Death, and all the trials which await the human 
Race; and flee from ſin as from an enemy. 

_ Mar we be led to prize the glorious e i #4 
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39 we feel the importance of T Nelas faith 
in bim who has engaged to deſtroy. principalities 
and powers; and ſet to our ſeal that God is true; 
and not give Jebovah the Jie by diſbelicying the 
record he has given of his Son: may we poſſeſs 
that faith which works by love, and puri- 


fies 


W 


„ 


es the heart, and overcomes the world. 

May we feel our obligations to love him who hath 
ſo loved us as to lay down his own life for us, here» 
in is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our ſins: 
May h's love be ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the 
holy Ghoſt, that we may be conſtrained to take 
up the Croſs, and follow the Lamb whether ſoever 
he goeth, 

May we feel our obligations to live to him who 
is the reſurrection and the life, who was dead but is 
now alive and lives forever more, and has the 
keys oft Hell and Death; who is engaged againſt 
our enemies, and will finally deſtroy Death the 
King of terrors, who has deſtroyed and laid waſte 
the human race; ſo that Death ſhall be ſwallowed 
up in Victory, 

May the pM tine of our lives ſuffice us, where- 
in we have ſerved diverſe luſts and pleaſures, and 
for the future live, not to our ſelves, but to God, 
to his honor and glory in this world,“ [coking 


' for that bleſſed hope and Glorious appearmg of the 
' wreat God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who will 


appear the ſecond time without fin unto ſalvation ; 
«ho ſhall change our vile body, that it may be faſhj- 
ioned like unto his Glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he 1s able even to ſubdue all 


* things unto himſelf.” 
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* Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abund- 


antly above all that we aſk or think,” be Glory 
Forever, 


AMEN, 
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